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The Intelligencer: 


HERE is one kind of Converfa- 

tion, ‘which every one Aims at, 

and-every one almolt fails in ; It 

is’ that of Storyse¥ing. 1 know 
not any thing which engages our Attention 
with more Delight, when a Perfon has a 
fufficient tock ‘of Talents Neceffary for it, 
fuch as Good an a Humour, a clear 
Head, a ready Com Language, aid a 
Variety of proper GeRture, to five Life and 
Spirit to what he fays. Hf any of thefe be 
wanting, ithe. Liftners, inftead of being di: 
verceul, are mhade very wneafy but if the Perfor 
be utterly Void ‘of them all, as it is very 
often the Cafe;'he becothes a Nuiffance to 
the Com patry) and they ere fo tong upon tlie 
Rack a he fpedks. ‘It has fometimes fal- 
keh 6 my Lot, that a Man whom I never 
offended, tras faid' me under’ the Perfecution 
of a long Story,-ahd Compefed me to hear, 
what neithér concerned himfelf, nor me, nor 
indeed any Body elfe, and at the fame time, 








ht was as tuch in earneft; as ff both our 
Lives and Forttimes, and the Felicity of the 
whole Kingdom depended upon what he 
hid. A Humour very unaccountable! That 
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a Man fall be letting of Words for an hour 
or two, with a very innocent Intention, and 
after he has done his beft, only makes me f !9 
uneafy, and himfelf Contem ptible. * Ge 
This natural Infirmity in Men, is not on- {| [0 
ly confined to Story-teHing; tut it appears f ¢'* 
likewife in every Eilay whatfoever of their | ‘ho 
Intelleétuals. As for Ioftance'; Jf one of | ™U 
thefe be a Preacher of G O D’s, Word, by f 'nt 
far fetched Criticifms, numerous Divifions, | %/ 
and Sub-divifions, in-coherent  Digreftions, | 7 
tedious Repetitions, ufelefs Remarks, Weak | 8° 
Anfwers to ftreng-Objetiions, Inferences to } en! 
no Premifes, tedious Exhortations, and ma. ly ¢ 
ny other Methods of Protrattion, he. thall | ¥¢r 
draw you out a Difcourfe aoe hour par my 
a quarter, unequally difpenfing Opium an 
Edsfication to his Block. there pal feven J'VE 
Sleepers for one Hearer,. If he be a Law- defi 
yer, he fhall, by aa. uncommon Way of A- No 
mufement, run away with a Subjett, which |! m: 
might be explained in twe Minutes, and Di: f* 8% 
late upon it two hours, with fuch a Volu}™- 
bility of Tongwe, fuch Affluence of Expref- 
fion, with fomething fo like a good Style, 
and manner of Thinking, thatthe Judges 
and Jury, attend with as much ‘Gravity, # 
if there were a continued Chain of true Rew F* 
re Baars felid Argument, If he bea? 
Member of the Wy or Lower Houfe, he 
does not proceed four Sentences, before a i 
e 
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Reft know where to have him an hour hence, 
in the mean time they Divert one another, 
in talking of matters indifferent, till the 
Gentleman has done. I could give many 
more Inftances, but that I think thefe fuff- 
cient for my prefent purpofe, befide, leaft I 
fhould incur the like Reproach my felf, I 
muft ina few Words, divide the Story-teders, 
into the foort, the long, the marvellous, the 
Infipid, and she Delightful. 

The foort Story-teler is he, who tells a 
great deal in few Words, engages vour At- 
tention, pleafes your Imagination, or quiek- 
ly excites your Laughter. Of this Rank 
were Xenophon, Plutarch, Macrobius, among 
the Ancients, Ex. gr. 

When the Nepbelai of Ariftophanes, a Sa- 
tyr upon Socrates was Acting, his Friends 
defired him to retire, and hide behind them, 
No faid Socrates, I will ftand up here, where 





Imay be feen ; for now I think my felf like 
agood Feaft, and that every one has fhare of 


jue. vid. Feaft of Xenophon. 


Brafidas the Famoas Lacedemonian Gene. 
ral caught a Mouse, It bit him, aod by that 
eans made its efca O Jupiter, faid he, 
vhat Creature fo temptible, but may 
ave it’s Liberty if it will Contend for ir. 
vid, Plutarch. de profett. virtut. 

Diogenes having failed to Chios, while it 
as under the Dominion of the Forfa, 

fai 








oe 
faid in a full Afembly. The Inhabitants 
wereFools for Erecting a Colledge, and Buyild- 
ing Lemples, fince the Perfians would not 
allow them the privilege of making their 
own Priefts, but fent them over the moft II- 
literate of their Magz. 

Auguftus while he was encamped with 
his Army, fome where near Mantua, was 
difturbed three Nights fuccefliyely, by the 
hooting of anOw/, Proclamation was made 
to the Soldiers, that whoever caught the Of. 
fender, (fo that he might be brought to Juf- 
tice,) fhould have an ample reward for his 
pains, Every one was Loyally engaged in 
the purfuit of this Bird. At laft, ene more 
Vigilant than the reft, found bim jn a Hol- 
low-tree, fo brought him in Triumph to the 
Emperor, who faw him with the greatett 
Joy, but gave the Soldier a fum of Money, 
fo far below his Expeétation, that he let 
the Owl fly away that Ioftant, fo true a 
Senfe of Liberty, ran through the very 
meaneft of the Romans. Macrob. Sat. 

The long Story.teMer is one, who tells lit. 
tle or nothing ina great number of Words, 
for this, many among the Moderns are fa- 
mous, particularly the French, And ape 
our telves in this Kingdom we have a va! 
Number of the better fort. As well as 
I can recolle& there are Six Deans, four Jud 
ges, fix and thirty Councellors fat Law, 7 
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five Attorneys, fome few Fellows of the Col- 


¢, every Alderman, through the whole 


‘Nation, except onc, All old Gentlemen, and 


Ladies, withoutexception. Five of the Col- 
lege, of Phyficians, three or four Lords, two 
hundred Squires, aud {ome few People of dif- 


ftin&tion befide, 


1 thal here infert a fragment of a long 
Story, by way of example, containing 129 
Words, which might have beert faid ip thefe 
ten following, viz. Nine Tears azo J was 
to Preach for a Friend. 

I remember once, I think it was about 
feven Years ago—Nol lye—l!t was about 
nine. Years ago; for it was juft when my 
Wife was Lying in of Dicky, 1 remember 
particularly the Mid-wife would haye had 
me ftayd to keep her company, and it was 
the heavielt Day of Storm and Rain, that 
I ever faw before, or fince, but becaufe 1 
engaged to Preach for a very Worthy Friend 
of mine, who lived about twenty Miles off, 
and this being Saturday, 1 could not defer 
it to the next Morning, though I had an 
excellent Nag, which could have Rid it in 
three hours, [ bought him of a Neighbour 
one Mr. Mafterfon, yet becaufe I would not 
put my Friend in a fright ¢¢c, Thus far 
he went in one Minute. The Story lafted 
an Hour, fo that upon a fair computation 
he Spoke 7740 Words, inflead of 600, by 


whick 
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which means he made ufe' of 7140 more 
then he had occafien for. If ajright ap- 

lication were made of this hint, which I 

ve given, it would be of admirable Effet 
in the difpatch of publick bufinefs, as well 
as private converfation, nay in the very 
Writing of Books, for whieh I refer the 
reader to the Fable of the Bees, and the two 
Elaborate Treatifes, Written by the Lear. 
ned Mr. H——x. 
‘The marveHous, is he, who is fond of tel. 
ling fuch things as no Man alive, who has 
the leaft ufe of his reafon, can believe. This 
humour preyails very much in Travellers, 
and the Vain glorious, but very pardonable, 
becaufe no Man’s Faith is impofed upon, or 
if it thould be fo, no ill confequence attends 
it. And befide, there is fome kind of A- 
mufemment in feeing a Perfons ferioully 
extravagant, expecting another fhould give 
Credit ta what he knows impoffible for 
the greateft Dunce to Swallow. 

One of thefe, who had travelled to 
Damafcus, told his Company, that the Bees 
of that Country were as big as Turkies. 
Pray Sir, faid a Gentleman ing par- 
don for the Queftion) How large were the 
Hives? The fame fize with Ours, replied 
the Traveller, very Grange, faid the other. 
But how got they into their Hives> That 
is none of my bufinefs, 1 Gad let them look 
to that. Another, 
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Another, who had Travelled as far as 
Perfia, fpoke to his Man Jobn, as he was 
returning home, telling him, how Neceflary 
it was, that a Traveller fhould draw things 
beyond the Life, or elfs, he could not 
hope for that refpett from his Country. 
Men, which otherwife he might have. But 
at the fame time, Jobn, faid he, wherefo- 
ever I fhall Dine, or Sup, keep you clofe 
tomy Chair, and if 1 do very much ex- 
ceed the bounds of Truth, Punch me be- 
hind, that I may corret my felf. It hap- 
pened on a Day, that he Dined with a 
Certain Gentleman, who thall be Namelefs, 
where he affirmed, that he faw a Monkey 
inthe Ifland Borneo, which had a Tail three- 
feore Yards long. ohn punched him. I 
am certain it is fifty at leaft. Jeb» punch- 
ed again. I believe to fpeak within com- 
pafs ; for t did not meafure it, it muft have 
beem forty. Fohn :gave him tother] Teuch 
I remember it lay over a Quick-fet. hedge, 
and therefore could not be lefs than thirty. 
Yobn at him again. I could take my Oath 
it was twenty. This did not fatisfy Fob. 
Upon which the Mafter turned about in a 
Rage and faid, Damn you for a Puppy 
would you have the Sfomkey without any 
Tail at all. 

Did not the famous Dr. Barnet, whefe 
Hiftory is much of the fame ftamp — 

is 
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his Travels, affirm that he faw an Ex. 
phant play at Ball; And that grave Gentle. 
man Tjbrant Ides, in his Travels theough 
Mujfcovy to China, aflures us, that he faw 
Elephants, which were taught to low like 
Cows, to yell like Tigers, and to mimick the 
founding of a Trumpet; but their highet 
Perfeétion, as he relates it, was that of 
finging like Canary birds. However this is 
not fo marvelious (for Pliny relates Wonder. 
ful things of their Docility) as what ; 
Gentleman told a full Company in my hea 
ring within this fortnight. That he had 
feen a Show at Briftol, which was a Hare, 
taught to ftand upon her hind-legs and bow 
to all the Company, to cach Perfon in par- 
ticular, with a very good Grace, and then 
proceed to beat feveral Marches on the 
Drum. After this a Dog was fet upon the 
Table. His Mafter, the Show-maa, made 
many grievous Cemplaints againft him, for 
High Crimes, and Mifdemeanors. The 
Hare nits her Brows, kindles her Eyes like 
a Lady, falls in a Paffion, attacks the Doz 
with all her Rage and Fury, as if fhe had 
been his Wife, Scratches, bits, and cuffs him 
round the Table, till the Spceftators had 
enough for their Money. 

There is a certain Gentleman, now in 
Ireland, moit remarkably fond of the mar- 
ycllous 
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yellous (but this through Vanity) who a 
mong an infinite Number of the like Ra- 
ritics, affirms, that he has a Carp, ina Pond 
by it felf, which has for twenty Years paft, 
fupplyed him and his Friends, with a very 
good Difh of Fifth, when they either came 
to Dine, or Sup with him. And the man- 
nerofitisthus. The Cook-maid goes with 
a large Kitchin.knife, which has a Whiftle 
in its handle, fhe no fooner blows it, but 
the Carp comes to the Sluice and turns up 
its Belly, till fhe cuts out as much as fhe 
has occafion for, and then away it feuds, 
The Chafm is filled ina Day or two, and 
the Carp is as found as a Roach, ready for 
the Knife again. Now, if he and his Cook- 
maid took the moft folemn Oath to the 
truth of this, or the moft fanttifyed Oua- 
ker fhould fay Y EA toit, which is made 
equal to any Prelate’s Oath, I would no 
more give Credit to them, than I would to 
the Cofone!, who faid he was at the Battle 
of Landen, where his Majefty King WiZiam, 
of Glorious Memory, loft the Day, and 
this Cofonel, being in the utmoft Confufion, 
fled among the reft. He Swore he had 
Galloped above two miles, after his Horfes 
Head was Shot off, by a Cannon-ball which 
he fhouldnot have miffed, ifthe poor Creature 
had not ftooped at a River fide to _ 
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I thould be glad to fpend an Eveniag with 
half a dozen Gentlemen of this uncommon 
Genius, for 1 am certain they would im- 
prove upon one another, and thereby I might 
have an gpm, bel obferving how far the 
Marvellous could be carryed, or whether it 
has any bounds at all. 

The infipid, who may not unfitly be cal. 
led Soporifick, is one who goes plodding on 
ina heavy dull Relation of unimportant 
Faéts. You Shall have an Account from 
fuch a Perfon of every Minute Circumftance, 
which happened in the Company where he 
has been, what he did, and what they did, 
what they faid, and what he faid, with a 
Million of trite Phrafes, with an and fo be. 
ginning every Sentence. And to make a long 
Story foort. And as I was faying, with many 
more expletives of equal Signification. It 
is a moft dreadful thing, when Men have 
neither the Talent of fpeaking, nor the Dif. 
cretion of holding their Tongues, and that, 
of all People, fuch as are leaft qualifyed, 
are commonly the moft earneft in this way 
of Convérfation. 

The Delightful Storg-teller is one, who 
fpeaks not a Word too much, or too little, 
who can, ina very carelefs manner, give 
a great deal of pleafure to others, and 
defires rather to Divert, than be Applaud- 
ed, who thews good, underftanding, and 
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a delicate turn of Wit in every thing, which 
comes from him ; who can entertain his Com. 
pany better with the Hiftory of a Child and 
its Hobby-horfe; than one of the Soporificks 
can with an Account of Alexander, and Ba. 
cephalus fuch a Perfon is not unlike a bad 
Reader who makes the mof ingenious Piece 
his own, that is Dull and Deteftable by 
only coming throtigh his Mouth. But to 
return to the Delightful Story-reBer, I can 
hot defcribe him by any Words fo well, as 
his own, and therefore take the following 
a to thew him in the moft agreeable 
ight. 

A Mowutebank in Leicefter.Fields bad 
drawn a buge Affembly about bim, 
the veft a Fat unwieldy Felow, half ftified 
in the Prefs, would be every fit Crying ‘out 
Lord -mhat a filthy Crowd is bere’ pray 
food Pople give Way alitie’ blefs me! what 
4 Devil has raked this Rable togerbér? Zounds 
what zing isthis | Honeft Friend remove 
your w. Av lat a’ Weaver, that ftood next 
him, could bold nolonger. A Plague confound you, 
fard be, for an Over grown Sloven; and who, 
in the? Devil's, Name belps to make de the 
Crowd half fo much as your felf > Don't’ you 
confider (with a Pox) that you take up more 
room with that Carcafsthan any five here 2 Is 
not the Place ds fit for us, as for you? bring 
your own Guts to a reajonable Compafs a 
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be Damnd) and then I'l engage we fhall bave 
room enough for us all. 

This I have tranferibed from a moft Ce. 
lebrated Author, with great pleafure, .and 
da earneftly recommend it to my Couptry- 
men, as the true ftandard of Story.ceding,both 
as to Style, and Manner, and every thing 
requifite not only to pleafe the Hearer, but 
to gain his favour and Affeétion.. And for 
the Time. to come, be it Enatted, that ifany 
perfon,,of what Rank foever, fhall prefume 
to. exceed Six Minutes in a Story, to. bum or 
haw, ule hyphens between his Words, or Di- 
greffions, or offers to engage the Company 
to hear another Story when he has done, or 
fpeaks one Word more than is Neceffary, ot 
is a Stammerer in his Speech, that then it 
fhall, and. may be lawful for any one of the 
faid, Company, or the whole Company to. 
gether; to pull out his, hers, or their 
Watehkes.to make ufe of broad hiots, of 
in for him the faid Story sede, to 
break\off, although abruptly, otherwife.be 
is. to-have a Glove, or Handkerchief, cram- 
med. into his Mouth for the fir default, 
and for the fecond, to be kicked out of 


Company. 


,. om. e, me 











